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By GREGORY G. FITCH .

make a living by what we get, but we

make a life by what we give.”

‘Certainly, the giving is in the proof of the
-many teachers and students who have ben-
efited from the School and University Part-

I n the words of Winston Churchill, "We

ners for Educational Renewal teacher pro- .,
* state’s many important historical and cul-

gram.

For almost 20 years, the A]abama Hu-
manities Foundation has made this pro-
gram available at no charge to fourth-
.through 12th-grade public and private

. school teachers, school librarians and ad-

ministrators who wish to expand and

-deepen their knowledge of.a particular sub-

ject or theme within the humanities.
According to AHF Programs Director ,

- Thomas Bryant, annually, an average of, .
_more than 300 educators of the humamtxes

social sciences and arts participate in this®
graduate-level, multidlsmplmary program,
.the content of which Is taken back to an es-
“timated 45,000 students in classtooms
Jdcrags Alabama. Since 1991, SUPER has
“Sbrved nearly 3, 700 teachers and 500,000
studénts

Th-e topics are varied and fascmatmg Re-

s cent‘!oplcs include, among others, French

’ ,amdépamsh language training, studymg
' '*humg.n rights issues that deal with iminigra-

torrpolicies, gender and economic issues,

gennglde and poverty and protest artin the,

United States and Europe; history and ‘cul-
‘ture,gf China, Japan and Korea; history and
cultoye of Mobile and Alabama’s Gulf Coast.

M.fmy educators benefited from the two- -

parrstudy of Alabama’s Black Belt, “Prisms
“gf Pfa’ce " In the words of one teacher,
“Hearing firsthand from histérians that

"lived the Black Belt history, seeing artists
who Created and entertained with Black Belt

products, visiting places that tempted all

" my senses, and learning from some of Ala-

barma’s leading scholars has been amazing.”
‘The content in all of these programs di-
rectly-addresses the courses of study as-

. cation.

“sucha program foi teachers is rare.

~ catlonal system that brings together el-
. ementary, secondary and postsecondary, . |

- for generations.

" -manities SUPER progmm visit that. webs
mandated by the state Department 6f Edu:” v 5

These intensive workshops include ex-.
tensive pre-institute readings, discussions, _ 3
lectures, writing exercises, field trips and ;g
culttiral experiences that foster relation- - %
ships between Alabama’s institutions of
higher education, public and private ¢l-
ementary and secondary schools, and the . )

4

tural organizations. ouy
I constantly receive letters of thanks o @
thie Commission on H:gher Education for = L

- the financial support given to the program k

Recently, a new teacher wrote me saying =~
that the resources she gained from SUPER .
are invaluable and that she has learned W E

Indeed it is a rare jewel in Alabama’s edu- ',

teachers and university faculty albwanting -
to learn more to expand theirknowledge
and, therefore, their effectiveness in the
classioom. .
Another teacher attending a World War I
SUPER teacher workshop said she meta
98-year-old veteran artist. In her words, -
each workshop hag; Bnpmved her: teachm ;
and reaching ofher students with'a'm
disciplinary aﬁp She added that no
other worksha ék cholars, expert

fishly give of their time: fd particlpate it
PER and enthusmstlcally shargtheir ni
found knowledge Wwith students. It
cessful program that Alabama can be prou
of supporting and will pay major dmdends

Gregory G. Fitch is executive director of the-
Alabama Commission on Higher Education.
Website: wiw.ache.state.al us. For more in- *
formation and to apply to the Alabama Hu- 8%

at wiw.AHF net,



