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 The Alabama Humanities Foundation (AHF) is pleased to announce the ninth annual 

Jenice Riley Memorial Scholarship, benefiting current kindergarten through sixth grade teachers for Social Studies projects.  This is an opportunity for teachers to receive the $1,000 scholarship to enhance their teaching about Alabama/American History and citizenship and to encourage civic involvement by students in their community.  

Application: Elements to Include in Essay

· What is the challenge to the students to involve them in a project that will foster civic responsibility? How is this project going to provide a unique experience that students would not otherwise get?  How will this project have an ongoing impact on the students?

· What is the teacher’s philosophy/mission statement on teaching? How will this professional development opportunity enhance the students’ education? (Specifically address educating students on the value of civic responsibility through the teaching of Alabama/American History.)

Scholarship Guidelines Checklist

· Commitment to encouraging students’ pride in Alabama and America

· Helping students to understand our history and heritage

· Instilling an awareness and appreciation of our forefathers

· Building civic pride and involvement in community

· Teaching the value of public service

· Subject areas of history and civics exclusively

· Encourage multiple projects and learning opportunities for students

· Embrace and embody Jenice Riley’s values of love, commitment to teaching and a commitment to civic and public service

Selection Criteria

·       Innovative activities to teach Alabama/American History and citizenship that will   
raise students’ awareness and civic involvement in community

Scholarship Policies

·       Former Jenice Riley Scholarship finalists may reapply after two years.

·       Teachers may apply as a grade level team from the same school, but one teacher will    

      represent the group for the scholarship award.

·       The applicant’s school must be state accredited in Alabama.

·       If the scholarship funds are used to purchase audio-visual equipment, the equipment 

      must remain at the school. 

Past Scholarship Awarded Projects

· Build civic awareness by visiting government and historical sites, participating in a community service project and creating a model city in the school
· Research and develop social studies curriculum about the Alabama encounter between Native Americans and European explorers in 18th Century Colonial America.
· Study the biographies of Alabama heroes, involve students in their community through a service field trip and participate in Alabama Heroes’ Day at the school

· Discover Alabama’s history, natural resources and environmental concerns through Alabama Book Collection and participate in Alabama History Day at the school

· Study Helen Keller and Rosa Parks and discuss issues such as skin color, physical and mental disabilities and economic status to result in a pairing program with students with disabilities
· Improve technology and teaching resources in the classroom by purchasing electronic field trip series about American History to encourage patriotism and civic responsibility.
The Jenice Riley Memorial Scholarship is named for the late daughter of Bob and Patsy Riley as a means of honoring the memory of Miss Riley and her dedication to the teaching and nurturing of Alabama’s most important citizens; our young children. The Jenice Riley Memorial Scholarship shall go to someone who embraces her philosophy of love, passion for teaching and commitment to civic and public service.  

About the Alabama Humanities Foundation

The Alabama Humanities Foundation is a nonprofit organization funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities (of which the AHF is the state affiliate), as well as by corporate and individual donors. The Foundation is dedicated to the promotion and celebration of the humanities throughout the state of Alabama and, to that end, conducts its own statewide programs and awards grants, on a competitive basis, to nonprofit organizations for humanities projects. 
Please contact AHF Grants Director at (205) 558-3991 or email Jennifer Dome at jdome@ahf.net with any questions about the Jenice Riley Memorial Scholarship application process. 

The deadline for applications is June 17, 2011.







