Journey Stories and

The Smithsonian Institution

Come to Alabama!

An Open Invitation to Apply

Journey Stories- tales of how we and our ancestors came to America- are a central element of our personal heritage.  From Native Americans to new American citizens and regardless of our ethnic or racial background, everyone has a story to tell.  Our history is filled with stories of people leaving behind everything- families and possessions-to reach a new life in another state, across the continent, or even across an ocean.  Our transportation history is more than boats, buses, cars, wagons, and trucks.  The development of transportation technology was largely inspired by the human drive for freedom.  

The Museum of Main Street exhibition Journey Stories will examine the intersection between modes of travel and Americans’ desire to feel free to move.  The story is diverse and focused on immigration, migration, innovation, and freedom.  Journey Stories will use engaging images with audio and artifacts to tell the individual stories that illustrate the critical roles travel and movement have played in building our diverse American society.

In summer 2011 the Alabama Humanities Foundation, in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution, will bring Journey Stories, a traveling exhibition that shows how our evolving mobility changed a young nation and how transportation made us grow.  Journey Stories offers opportunities for communities to collect and celebrate their journeys and personal stories of travel.

Eligible Sites: Museums, historic houses, historical societies, and libraries in communities of fewer than 20,000 residents. Any host site must demonstrate the physical capacity to host the exhibition, requiring 700 square feet of space and 
8-foot ceiling height.  The unique features include 7 free-standing sections, objects in cases, 4 audio stations, interactive components and a digital slide show.
All chosen sites receive from the Alabama Humanities Foundation:

• Free rental and shipping for the exhibition for a four to six-week period

• An exhibit support manual covering installation, object collection and conservation,

public relations and evaluation

• Assistance in program planning and publicity materials such as posters and brochures

• Travel expenses for project director to attend two state-wide pre-exhibit workshops

• Possible grant funds in support of programming efforts related to this exhibition

In return, all sites must provide:

• A staff member or volunteer who will serve as the project’s director, a program planning committee and attend ALL planning meetings 

• Supplemental programming and related activities in your community

• Tracking of all volunteer/staff time, as well as other resources donated to project

• Project evaluation results at the close of the exhibition run

Journey Stories

Hosting Site Application

Part I

Tell us about your institution.

Institution Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ Zip: _____________________

Phone: ________________________ Fax: ___________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________

Project Director/Title: ___________________________________________

Number of Permanent Staff: ____ Full Time:____ Part Time: ____

Number of Regular Volunteers: _______ Annual Visitation: ________

Days/Hours of Operation: _______________________________________

Please describe your facility and the area where Journey Stories exhibit will be displayed:

Security and climate conditions:

Part II

Tell us a bit about how you would use the Journey Stories exhibition.

What is your preferred date for hosting the exhibit at your site? (please indicate first and second choices)

___ June 25-August, 2011     ___ August-Sept., 2011     ___ Sept.-Oct., 2011
___ Nov.-Dec., 2011             ___ Jan.-Feb., 2012           ___ March-April 1, 2012
Please share your preliminary plans for making Journey Stories a success in your

community. You may use a separate page to respond to the two questions below.

A. Identify some of the resources in your community (organizations, individuals,

corporations, etc) that will contribute to the success of this project. List any

organizations that plan to assist with the project and what their role will be.

B. Briefly describe some of the preliminary ideas you have for community programming around the New Harmonies exhibition (public programs, local exhibits and activities), and how you will tie the exhibition to the collections or history of your own site. Be creative; you will have time and assistance in developing these ideas further in the course of the planning meetings for this project.

Alabama Humanities Foundation will be selecting host sites based partly on geographic distribution, demographics and interest in community programming. 

If you have any questions about this application, or the exhibit, please call

Susan Perry at AHF, 205-558-3993 or sperry@ahf.net.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: DECEMBER 4, 2009
Please return the site application to: Alabama Humanities Foundation, 
1100 Ireland Way, Suite 101, Birmingham, AL 35205.
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